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We hope that you find this booklet useful. If you have any suggestions 
concerning information which you think may be of value to parents of 
children starting at St Michael’s, please do not hesitate to let your 
child’s class teacher know.
We positively welcome any suggestions you may have and thank those 
parents who have made valuable suggestions for inclusion.

We aim to provide a positive and constructive start for your 
child when they begin at St. Michael’s Church of England 
Junior School. 
We aim to ensure the best possible foundation for learning 
that will support your child during their individual journey 
through junior education.
We look forward to getting to know both you and your child 
during the forthcoming school year.
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The Junior School Team
Executive Head Teacher            Mrs Lisa Saunders
Head of School            Miss Lauren Mercer
SENCo and Senior Leader                                 Mrs Victoria Ainsworth
Y3 Teacher (Polar Bears)            Mrs Elle Walker/Mrs Jo Cullen
Y3/4 Teacher (Jaguars                                       Mrs Alice Currier
Y4 Teacher   (Elephants)                                    Mrs Leila Bascal Kelly
Y5 Teacher (Turtles)                                           Mrs Caroline Streeter
Y5 Teacher  (Penguins)                                      Mr John Saunders
Y6 Teacher (Rhinos)                                           Mr Richard Faulkner
Y6 Teacher (Snow Leopards)                            Ms Tracy Bobbett
French Teacher                                                    Mrs Lucy Dudgeon-Smith
Higher Level Teaching Assistants            Miss Beth Ring
                                                            Mrs Jo Cullen
                                                                                Mrs Kelly Valentine                              
Teaching Assistants         Mrs Anu Ranjan
 Mrs Sarah Hatherell
 Miss Amy Ridd
                                                                                Mrs Jen Brown
 Mrs Louise Saunders
 Miss Suzy Neal
 Mrs Kirstie Manktelow
                                                                                Mrs Natalie Cannon
                                                                                Mrs Iva Muca 
                                                                                Mrs Ida Galbraith

    



Transition Events for Year 3

• Year 2 visit Juniors for break time
• New Year 3 Open Afternoon
• Year 2 visit Juniors for Worship
• Year 2 visit Year 3 teachers and classrooms
• Class letters go out (beginning of July)
• Move up day (beginning of July)
• Year 3 teachers visit year 2s at infant school
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New Starter Induction
• When your child first starts at the school, we will ensure they have a 
buddy to keep them company and help support them learning all there is 
to know about the school. 

•Staff will make your child feel welcome, giving them a tour of the school 
and ensuring they know the structure, rules and key information about the 
school day. 
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Our Curriculum



St Michael's infant and junior schools' subject leaders have worked collaboratively to 
design a curriculum that is tailored to the children of our school. To ensure curiosity, 
creativity, challenge and independence, our curriculum has been designed with the 
following areas:
• Develop sequential learning to aim for progression week on 

week, term on term and year on year
• WOW spiritual learning opportunities to allow children time to 

stop and think
• A child-centred approach which begins with discussion on what 

the children would like to learn
• Cross- curricular where appropriate
• Independent learning strategies to develop long term memory
• Freedom Friday - to focus on RE, PSHE, World Wildlife 

Foundation which allows for discussion, debate and personal 
development

The learning objectives for each year group are based on those provided in the National 
Curriculum. This is just one element of our curriculum design which is used to enable 
subject leaders to provide our children with fun and stimulating curriculum. Please see 
the separate subject areas for an explanation on how we design the curriculum for that 
subject and the progression document.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-primary-curriculum
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-primary-curriculum


• Pupil voice is a vital part of the school day; this is inclusive for all 
children and provides and outlet to discuss their developing 
thought processes

• Working walls display the children's learning pathway, including 
links to prior knowledge

• Marking and feedback, both written and verbal, is used to address 
misconceptions and celebrate the achievement of the intended 
learning objective

• Writing in all areas of the curriculum is assessed termly
• Structured assessment is used in all subjects to enable teachers and 

subject leaders the opportunity to provide intervention if necessary
• Based on pupil voice, marking and assessment, we can continually 

adapt our curriculum to meet the needs of the current cohort of 
children
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Outline Timetable of a Junior school day:

8:30am Playground gate opens and closes at 8:40am

8:30am Start of Morning Session- Morning Move

9:05am Maths

10:30am Play time 

10:45am English/Writing

12pm Lunchtime

1pm Book Club- reading 

1:30pm Topic / Creative Activities / PE

2:35pm Collective Worship

3pm Home time
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Lunchtime Arrangements
School Dinners
From Y3, children have to pay for a hot school meal, unless they are entitled to a free school meal. 
The cost of the meal is around £3.37 at the moment- we will let you know if this changes. Details 
regarding how to make a payment will be sent home to you. 
Caterlink provide our school dinners, here is a sample menu. (Which can also be found on their 
website) https://caterlinkltd.co.uk/school/kent-county-council/ 

Packed Lunches
If your child decides that on some days they would like 
to have a packed lunch, we ask that the lunch contains 
no fizzy drinks, sweets or chocolate bars. We are also a 
nut free school. 
Children are welcome to change their mind on a daily 
basis- they just need to let their teacher know when 
they complete the dinner register. 

Snacks
Children have permission to bring in a snack for morning playtime. We ask that 
children keep these in their bag so they can access this easily. 
We ask that children bring fruit, cereal bars and healthy snacks for their morning 
play. (No nuts please, as we are a nut free school)

https://caterlinkltd.co.uk/school/kent-county-council/
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Uniform
The following items need to be ordered from Mapac our uniform 
provider and should include the school logo. www.mapac.com
(Search St. Michael’s Church of England Schools, ME16 8ER)
- St. Michael’s book bag / backpack
- St. Michael’s polo shirt white or burgundy. (White plain polo shirts 
are acceptable if they are underneath a pinafore dress)
- St. Michael’s cardigan, sweatshirt or hoodie
- St. Michael’s PE t-shirt in the correct colour for the House that they 
have been allocated (your child’s house will be allocated and given to 
you once your child starts)
- St. Michael’s joggers 

Shoes for school should be black, comfortable and easy to take on and off. Shoes 
with high heels or jelly sandals are not suitable for school.

Please do not send your child to school wearing jewellery of any kind. 

Non branded uniform items without the school logo include:
Yellow checked summer dress
Grey pinafore dress
Grey shorts
Grey trousers

http://www.mapac.com/
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Pre-loved Uniform
The PTFA sometimes sell pre-loved uniform, please speak to a member 
of staff or the PTFA for any questions regarding pre-loved uniform. 
The PTFA also organise events throughout the year to sell pre-loved 
uniform. 

PE Kit
In September, you will be allocated a day for PE when your child will 
be able to come to school wearing their PE kit. Children are also 
allowed to wear their joggers and hoodie or PE kit as part of their 
everyday uniform. 
For PE, your child will need a House colour PE t shirt with logo, black 
shorts, black / burgundy jogging bottoms,  black or white trainers, St. 
Michael’s Hoodie or jumper.

Please remember no earrings on the day your child has PE.
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We have an open door policy at St. Michael’s. Teachers are always on the 
playground at the beginning of the day to speak to parents and you can book an 

appointment to see your child’s class teacher at anytime.

Parent Communication:

Parents receive many updates through the year on their child’s progress
Term 1 - Meet the Teacher meetings 
Term 2 - Parents Consultations
Term 3 - Parents will receive a written interim report on their child’s progress
Term 4 - Open afternoon to look at work and chat to your child’s teacher
Term 5 - Parents Consultations
Term 6 - A full end of year written report and an open afternoon
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Reading
Children will be bringing home school reading books daily which you are asked to read or 
share with your child. Make the most of stories by suggesting other endings, talking about 
the characters and pictures in the book, and ask lots of questions.
You may also use the reading record book for any comments you would like to make to your 
child’s class teacher, e.g. simply letting us know if you both enjoyed the story or if your child 
made an attempt at new words. 

Essential Letters and Sounds
We will continue to use ELS to support reading in school. ELS teaches children to:
• decode by identifying each sound within a word and blending them together to read 
fluently
• encode by segmenting each sound to write words accurately.

Reading Books- Accelerated Reader
At St Michael’s Junior School, the children continue to use a reading scheme called 
‘Accelerated Reader’. Accelerated Reader is a reading scheme designed to motivate children 
to read. As a school, we wish to promote children’s ‘reading for pleasure’ and encourage 
them to read as often as possible. 
When children start, they will complete a STAR reading test which gives them a book level; 
children are then able to choose the book they wish to read from their range in the 
Library. 
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How does Accelerated Reader Work?
Children take a STAR Reading test, which is made up of 34 comprehension questions, 
to be told their book level. 
Children can then choose books from within their book level range. 
Once children have read the book once, they can then take a quiz online. This has to 
be completed at school. 80% must be achieved in order to move on to a harder book 
level. However, if children score 60% or more, they have still passed the quiz. 
Children can then choose another book within their book level range. It is children’s 
responsibility to change their book in the library.
If children do not achieve at least 60%, they will need to read the book again and 
retake the quiz. To try a quiz at home, please follow this link 
http://readforpleasure.co.uk/quiz/

Once your child has completed their STAR reading test, you will also receive a letter 
about how you can monitor your child’s reading at home and we will also provide 
you with a booklet so that you understand how to access this. ‘Home Connect’ 
enables you to keep track of your child’s reading at school. It will send you the scores 
your child obtains in their reading quizzes and shares any targets we set. You can 
keep track of any books your child reads and their progress in book levels.  
In September your children will begin to bring home books tailored to their 
individual needs. If you have any questions, or would like more information, please 
do email me here: lmercer@st-michaels-junior.kent.sch.uk

http://readforpleasure.co.uk/quiz/
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Homework

Spellings and times tables (Times Table Rock Stars) will be sent home at the 
beginning of each term for children to practice at home. 
As part of our homework, we do ask that children read each day and record this in 
their reading record. Once they have finished a book, they can complete their quiz 
in school and change their book. 
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Attendance...

Is 90% attendance enough? We may think that this sounds like a good enough 
attendance rate... BUT
90% attendance means your child will be absent for the equivalent of one half-
day every week.
This would mean that your child has missed the equivalent of four whole weeks 
of lessons in the school year.
If your child continued to attend for only 90% of the time that they are at 
Primary School. Then they would miss a total of 23 weeks, which is over half a 
school year.

The school year is made up of 90 days... 
How much education could your child 
miss? Attendance Days Missed

95% 10 days

90% 20 days

85% 30 days

80% 40 days

75% 50 days

70% 60 days

Every day of your child’s 
education is incredibly 
valuable. Please think carefully 
before taking your child out of 
school.
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Information...
All information regarding the school can be found on the website, Arbor app 
and Facebook. We also email important information so please check your junk 
folder. This includes the weekly newsletters and important notifications. 
Please make sure you have access to these.
The Arbor app
Information regarding the Arbor App will be sent to you 
when your child joins the school in September. 

Facebook
Please use the link to find our facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/share/uxGW6nyScj5b1GQT/ 
We also have a parent group which you can ask to join St. Michael’s Church of England 
Schools’ Federation Parent Group

Website
www.st-michaels-junior.kent.sch.uk

Parent, Teachers and Friends Association 
St. Michael’s Schools Federation has a wonderful PTFA. You can find their 
page on Facebook St. Michael’s Maidstone PTFA

https://www.facebook.com/share/uxGW6nyScj5b1GQT/
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